
The Craziest Tax You Never Heard of!

Can you imagine a tax 
you don’t have to pay?  

Totally voluntary?

A tax where you get 
to decide where the 

revenues go?

A tax that you feel good 
about paying?

That’s what this tax is 
all about. We’re crazy 

enough to believe that 
despite the rising costs 
of gas, we’re really not 

close to paying the real 
costs of our oil use.
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The Craziest Tax You Never Heard of! 
Can you imagine a tax you don’t have to pay?   
Totally voluntary? 
A tax where you get to decide where the revenues go? 
A tax that you feel good about paying? 
That’s what this tax is all about. We’re crazy enough to believe 
that despite the rising costs of gas, we’re really not close to 
paying the real costs of our oil use. 
 
What’s a Voluntary Gas Tax? 
A Voluntary Gas Tax is a group of people who voluntarily tax 
themselves for each gallon of gas they use. Aware that reliance 
on oil is a root cause of the war in Iraq as well as the ecological 
crisis, club members choose not to wait for federal taxes to 
properly reflect the true costs of American oil dependence. 
 
Why Voluntary Gas Tax? 
1. To change our own gas-buying behavior

• to decrease the need for war to ensure oil supply 
• to encourage ourselves to use different modes of 

transportation 
• to encourage people to live close to where they work, 

shop, and play 

2. To offset some of the damage caused by oil dependence
• to victims of war 
• to land, rivers, flora and fauna 

3. To fund organizations working to break our oil habit
• by providing incentives for alternative modes of 

transportation, including non-motor
• by supporting energy conservation 

How to start your own Voluntary Gas Tax 
1. Gather friends, neighbors and colleagues. 
2. Decide on a tax rate together, for example, 50¢/gallon. 
3. Get together regularly to collect your taxes. 
4. Pick organizations to fund.  
 
One Way to Calculate your Gas Tax 
1.  Every time you put gasoline in your motor vehicle, keep the 

receipt.
2.  At the end of each quarter, total up the gallons of gasoline 

consumed.
3.  Multiply the number of gallons by whatever tax you’ve 

chosen.
 
Want more information, examples of organizations we 
have funded, or tips on starting your own? 
Check out our web site at www.voluntarygastax.org. Or write 
to us at voluntarygastax@gmail.com.

www.voluntarygastax.org


